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vestigation would necessitate insight into the whole endless
process of nature. To attempt to regard the mechanics of
the human brain after the fashion of a simple astronomical
problem is thus an undertaking that has about as much
prospect of success as a plan to determine the total weight
of all the bodies in the world, or the centre of gravity of
the universe. It is the more fantastic to abandon psycho-
logical investigation in order to lose oneself in the infinities
of natural causality, because in so doing one forsakes for an
illusory hope one's best chance of getting at the conditions
of organic life. There is no doubt that impulsive and
voluntary actions, which are directly influenced by definite
psychical motives, are of the greatest importance in the
development of the various forms of life.1

But here a metaphysical difficulty arises, which must be
discussed in order to dispose of all obscurities on the subject
If physical and psychical causality differ so essentially, how
shall we explain, not only the parallelism of the two in all
the sensational activities of mind, but their apparent inter-
ference ? Physical causality seems to interfere with psychical
throughout our ideational life, with its dependence on
external impressions; psychical with physical causality in
voluntary acts, and in all the temporary or permanent
changes which they bring about in the outer world. It is
evident that the practical philosophy of life will always
hold to the dualistic view; and that even science, to avoid
prolixity, must occasionally use the terms of everyday life,
as the astronomer speaks of sunrise with no intention of
being false to the Copernican system. But since the banish-
ment of ordinary dualism from metaphysics is far from being
as final as that of the Ptolemaic theory from astronomy,
it becomes necessary to explain briefly what metaphysical
significance is to be attached to the words ' reciprocal action/
* Cf, ozx this point my Logik, \\.t pp. 449, 471.